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Study supporting the Evaluation of the 
Innovation Principle 

Questionnaire for in-depth interviews 

Instructions 
This interview aims to gather the views of selected stakeholders on the main achievements 
of the Innovation Principle. The information collected will feed into the study prepared by 
CEPS for DG RTD. If you wish to receive further information regarding this study please 
contact us at the following email addresses:  

• CEPS: felice.simonelli@ceps.eu  
• DG RTD: Edyta.ZIOMEK@ec.europa.eu 

Thank you for your valuable input. 
Personal data protection 
Data and information provided during this interview will not be disclosed to any third party. 
Raw data may be shared with DG RTD of the European Commission. Results will be published 
so as not to be attributable to any specific respondent. 
Background 
DG Research and Innovation (RTD) of the European Commission has requested CEPS to 
prepare a study supporting the evaluation of the Innovation Principle. The study aims, inter 
alia, to describe the status quo and put forward recommendations to improve the 
implementation of the Innovation Principle and foster innovation in the EU, while accounting 
for stakeholders’ needs. 
The study covers the two main pillars of the Innovation Principle: 

• The Innovation Deals, which aim to remove perceived barriers to innovation arising 
from the implementation of existing EU legislation, by clarifying current rules and 
making use of existing flexibility in the EU legislative framework.1 This pillar is a non-
legislative tool relying on cooperation among the European Commission, the relevant 
Member State authorities and businesses to: i) identify regulatory obstacles hindering 
innovation; and ii) find solutions (if any) to remove such obstacles, while fully 
complying with EU and national law. 

• The Research and Innovation Tool, which entails the systematic scrutiny of the impact 
of new and revised EU legislation on all forms of innovation. More specifically, as spelt 
out in Tool #21 of the Better Regulation Toolbox, this pillar includes four main 
activities: i) broadening stakeholder consultation to capture the research and 
innovation angle of EU initiatives; ii) assessing the potential impacts of EU initiatives 
on research and innovation; iii) considering the impacts of the legislative design on 
research and innovation; and iv) improving the design of EU initiatives to make them 
more innovation-friendly. 

  

                                           
1 If the existence of regulatory barriers is confirmed, the Commission may consider legislative amendments, subject 
to further evaluation 
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Registration 

REG.1 Please indicate your name and surname: 

______________________________ 

REG.2 Please indicate your email address: 

______________________________ 

REG.3 Please indicate the name of the organisation you are working for: 

______________________________ 

 

Awareness of the Innovation Principle 

AW.1 To what extent are you familiar with the Innovation Deals? 

o To the fullest extent 
o To a high extent 
o To some extent 
o To a limited extent 
o Not at all 
o Do not know/No opinion 

 

AW.2 To what extent are you familiar with the Research and Innovation Tool of the 
Better Regulation Toolbox? 

o To the fullest extent 
o To a high extent 
o To some extent 
o To a limited extent 
o Not at all 
o Do not know/No opinion 

Please elaborate on your answers: ______________________________________ 
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Evaluation questions 

For the following questions, where requested, please provide your best estimate from 1 to 5 
based on the following scale: (1) not at all; (2) to a limited extent; (3) to some extent; (4) 
to a high extent; or (5) to the fullest extent. Select D/N if you don’t know or you have no 
opinion. 

EQ.1 To what extent do you believe that the needs and problems listed in the table below 
are still experienced by EU stakeholders? [Needs here refer to prerequisites to achieve 
sustainable growth and job creation, while yielding social and environmental benefits. 
Problems consist of specific bottlenecks that hinder meeting such needs.] 

Need 1: The need to maintaining/ensuring a competitive 
edge for EU enterprises 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Need 2: The need to tackle the innovation deficit experienced 
by the EU and improve its innovation performance D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Need 3: The need to stimulate more and better investment 
in research and innovation in the EU D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Need 4: The need to bridge the productivity gap the EU faces 
vis-à-vis its main global competitors D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Problem 1: Problems in the national implementation of EU 
regulation can also discourage investment and limit innovation D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Problem 2: The EU acquis does not sufficiently account for 
innovation D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Problem 3: Legislation does not match the pace of innovation D/N 5 4 3 2 1 
 

Please elaborate on your answers: ______________________________________ 

EQ.2 The Innovation Principle is meant to ensure an optimal regulatory framework to foster 
innovation and contribute to the overall societal well-being. More specifically, it has two main 
operational objectives: i) evaluation the impact of existing or proposed EU regulation on 
innovation; ii) identifying existing barriers arising from EU regulation or Member State 
implementation of EU regulation and possible ways to remove such barriers. To what extent 
do you believe that by achieving these objectives, the Innovation Principle can address the 
needs and problems listed in the table below? [Needs here refer to prerequisites to achieve 
sustainable growth and job creation, while yielding social and environmental benefits. 
Problems consist of specific bottlenecks that hinder meeting such needs.] 

Need 1: The need to maintaining/ensuring a competitive 
edge for EU enterprises 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Need 2: The need to tackle the innovation deficit experienced 
by the EU and improve its innovation performance D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Need 3: The need to stimulate more and better investment 
in research and innovation in the EU D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Need 4: The need to bridge the productivity gap the EU faces 
vis-à-vis its main global competitors D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Problem 1: Problems in the national implementation of EU 
regulation can also discourage investment and limit innovation D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Problem 2: The EU acquis does not sufficiently account for 
innovation D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Problem 3: Legislation does not match the pace of innovation D/N 5 4 3 2 1 
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Please elaborate on your answers: ______________________________________ 

EQ.3 To what extent have the Innovation Principle achieved so far the following results?  

New and revised EU legislation is innovation-friendly. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 
Regulatory uncertainties, which arise from national 
implementation of EU Rules and hinder innovation, are 
identified and addressed. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

The design of existing and future EU regulations fosters 
innovation. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Future-proof, forward-looking and innovation-friendly 
approaches to regulation are adopted. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

An optimal balance between predictability of the regulatory 
environment and adaptability to technological and 
scientific progress is achieved. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

The effectiveness and coherence of the regulatory 
framework is simplified and increased by assessing the 
combined impact of regulations impacting multi-technology and 
multi-domain innovations. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Implementation issues that can affect innovation outcomes 
(including at national, regional and local levels of administration) 
are checked. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Dialogue with stakeholders to identify regulatory problems 
affecting innovation and seek solutions improves. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Improving the innovation-friendliness of the overall EU legal 
and regulatory framework D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

 

Please elaborate on your answers: ______________________________________ 

EQ.4 Please indicate any additional needs and problems related to research and 
innovation that are currently experienced by EU stakeholders and could be addressed by the 
Innovation Principle: [Needs here refer to prerequisites to achieve sustainable growth and job 
creation, while yielding social and environmental benefits. Problems consist of specific 
bottlenecks that hinder meeting such needs.] 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.4.1 As mentioned above, the Innovation Principle is meant to ensure an optimal 
regulatory framework to foster innovation and contribute to the overall societal well-being. 
More specifically, it has two main operational objectives: i) evaluation the impact of 
existing or proposed EU regulation on innovation; ii) identifying existing barriers arising 
from EU regulation or Member State implementation of EU regulation and possible ways 
to remove such barriers. To what extent do you believe that by achieving these 
objectives the Innovation Principle can address the additional needs and problems 
you have identified in EQ.4? 

o To the fullest extent 
o To a high extent 
o To some extent 
o To a limited extent 
o Not at all 
o Do not know/No opinion 
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Please elaborate on your answer: ______________________________________ 

EQ.5 Are you aware of any external factors that are jeopardising the performance of the 
Innovation Principle (e.g. limited availability of human and financial resources to properly 
apply the Research and Innovation Tool, the tool is not applied by the European Parliament 
and the Council of the EU when amending Commission’s proposals, limited awareness by 
national authorities and companies of the opportunities stemming from Innovation Deals)? 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.6 Are you aware of any additional results achieved so far by the Innovation Principle? 
For instance, are you aware of any unintended results or success stories going beyond the 
expected results presented in EQ.4? 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.7 Are you aware of any external factors that have contributed to improve the 
performance of the Innovation Principle (e.g. direct application of EU better regulation 
principles by Member States, more attention to the impact of EU rules on innovation by the 
European Parliament and the Council of the EU)? 

___________________________________________ 

The Innovation Deals aim to remove perceived barriers to innovation arising from the 
implementation of existing EU legislation, by clarifying current rules and making use of 
existing flexibility in the EU legislative framework. This is a non-legislative tool relying on 
cooperation among the European Commission, the relevant Member State authorities and 
consortia of national stakeholders (e.g. universities, research centres, businesses, innovators, 
etc.) to: i) identify regulatory obstacles hindering innovation; and ii) find solutions (if any) to 
remove such obstacles, while fully complying with EU and national. Usually the consortium of 
national stakeholders identifies the regulatory obstacles and draft options to overcome such 
barriers. The Commission provides its view on the analysis made by the consortium and favour 
coordination with national authorities in case the identified obstacles can be removed by e.g. 
clarifying existing provisions.  

EQ.8 To what extent do you believe that the current approach to the Innovation Deals is 
adequate to achieve the objectives mentioned above (EQ8)? 

o To the fullest extent 
o To a high extent 
o To some extent 
o To a limited extent 
o Not at all 
o Do not know/No opinion 

EQ.8.1 Do you have any suggestion(s) to improve/change the current approach and 
ensure a better achievement of the objectives mentioned above (EQ8)? 

o Yes 
o No 

EQ.8.1.1 If Yes – What do you suggest could be done? 

___________________________________________ 
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The Research and Innovation Tool of the Better Regulation Toolbox requires the systematic 
scrutiny of the impact of new and revised EU legislation on all forms of innovation. More 
specifically, the tool relies on four steps: i) broadening stakeholder consultation to capture 
the research and innovation angle of EU initiatives; ii) assessing the potential impacts of EU 
initiatives on research and innovation; iii) considering the impacts of the legislative design on 
research and innovation; and iv) improving the design of EU initiatives to make them more 
innovation-friendly. 

EQ.9. As mentioned above, the Innovation Principle is meant to ensure an optimal regulatory 
framework to foster innovation and contribute to the overall societal well-being. More 
specifically, it has two main operational objectives: i) evaluation the impact of existing or 
proposed EU regulation on innovation; ii) identifying existing barriers arising from EU 
regulation or Member State implementation of EU regulation and possible ways to remove 
such barriers. To what extent do you believe that the current ‘step-by-step’ approach is 
adequate to achieve these objectives? 

o To the fullest extent 
o To a high extent 
o To some extent 
o To a limited extent 
o Not at all 
o Do not know/No opinion 

EQ.9.1 Do you have any suggestion(s) to improve/change the current ‘step-by-step’ 
approach and ensure a better achievement of the objectives mentioned above? 

o Yes 
o No 

EQ.9.1.1 If Yes – What do you suggest could be done? 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.10 To what extent do you identify synergies/complementarities between the 
Regulation and Innovation Tool and the Innovation Deals (i.e. they produce a combined 
effect greater than the sum of their separate effects)? 

o To the fullest extent 
o To a high extent 
o To some extent 
o To a limited extent 
o Not at all 
o Do not know/No opinion 

EQ.10.1 If to some extent, to a high extent or to the fullest extent - Please indicate at 
least one example of synergies/complementarities between the Regulation and Innovation 
Tool and the Innovation Deals and elaborate on your answer.  

______________________________ 

EQ.11 To what extent do you identify overlaps/contradictions between the Regulation 
and Innovation Tool and the Innovation Deals (e.g. the activities requested to implement 
the Regulation and Innovation Tool and the Innovation Deals are redundant or they may 
generate conflicting results)? 
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o To the fullest extent 
o To a high extent 
o To some extent 
o To a limited extent 
o Not at all 
o Do not know/No opinion 

EQ.11.1 If to some extent, to a high extent or to the fullest extent - Please indicate at 
least one example of overlaps/c and elaborate on your answer. 

______________________________ 

EQ.12 Have you ever contributed to the negotiation of an Innovation Deal?  

o Yes 
o No 

EQ.12.1 Please indicate the total amount of time (in full-time equivalent) spent by your 
consortium to negotiate the Innovation Deal: [You may indicate your best estimate] 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.12.2 Did your consortium rely on external service providers to perform activities 
related to the negotiation of the Innovation Deal?  

o Yes 
o No 

EQ.12.2.1 If Yes - Can you estimate the fee (in euro) paid to such service providers? 
[You may indicate your best estimate of the entire value of the service] 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.12.3 Do you have any suggestion(s) to reduce time and external costs (if any) 
needed to negotiate the Innovation Deal, without impinging on the achievement of the 
objectives of the Innovation Principle? 

o Yes 
o No 

EQ.12.3.1 If Yes – What do you suggest could be done? 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.12.3.2 If Yes – If your suggestions were indeed to be accepted, please estimate 
the savings in terms of working days (in full-time equivalent) spent by your 
consortium: [You may indicate your best estimate] 

___________________________________________ 

EQ.12.3.3 If Yes – If your suggestions were indeed to be accepted, please estimate 
the savings in terms of costs for external service providers: [You may indicate your 
best estimate] 

___________________________________________ 
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EQ.13 To what extent do you believe that national or regional initiatives, in the absence 
of the Innovation Principle (or similar EU initiatives), would be able to achieve the 
following results? 

New and revised EU legislation is innovation-friendly. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 
Regulatory uncertainties, which arise from national 
implementation of EU Rules and hinder innovation, are identified 
and addressed. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

The design of existing and future EU regulations fosters 
innovation. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Future-proof, forward-looking and innovation-friendly 
approaches to regulation are adopted. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

An optimal balance between predictability of the regulatory 
environment and adaptability to technological and scientific 
progress is achieved. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

The effectiveness and coherence of the regulatory 
framework is simplified and increased by assessing the 
combined impact of regulations impacting multi-technology and 
multi-domain innovations. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Implementation issues that can affect innovation outcomes 
(including at national, regional and local levels of administration) 
are checked. 

D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Dialogue with stakeholders to identify regulatory problems 
affecting innovation and seek solutions improves. D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

Improving the innovation-friendliness of the overall EU legal 
and regulatory framework D/N 5 4 3 2 1 

 

EQ.13.1 Can you refer to any examples showing that the EU Innovation Principle 
generates/does not generate better results than similar national or regional initiatives 
(if any)?  

______________________________________ 

EQ.14 Are you familiar with other related EU initiatives (e.g. the Sectoral Competitiveness 
Tool of the Better Regulation Toolbox, the Identification/Screening of Impacts Tool of the 
Better Regulation Toolbox) that may have synergies/complementarities and/or 
overlaps/contradictions with the Innovation Principle? 

o Yes 
o No 

EQ.14.1 If Yes – Please indicate to what extent the Innovation Principle and the other 
EU initiatives you have identified have synergies/complementarities (if any) and 
elaborate on your answer. 

EQ.14.2 If Yes – Please indicate to what extent the Innovation Principle and the other 
EU initiatives you have identified have overlaps/contradictions (if any) and elaborate 
on your answer. 

EQ.15 Do you believe that the Innovation Principle would be able to achieve the above-
mentioned results at a lower cost than costs generated by similar national or regional 
initiatives? 
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o Definitely would 
o Probably would 
o Probably would not 
o Definitely would not 
o Do not know/No opinion 

Please elaborate on your answer: ______________________________________ 

 
Thank you for your valuable input. 
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